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t E T T E it 

T O T H E 

KEW PARLIAMENTi 

My LdftDS and Gentlemen^i 

YOU are called at a very important 
crifis to a very important truft. 
Wc are become a mofi: degenerate 
knd wicked people. The judgments of 
God are hanging over the nation ; and 
it is your duty ferioufly to confider ho>*' 
they may be .prevented and averted; 
It is ndt talking and hairanguiiig, but 
fettirig to Work in earneft^ that will ever 
J)roducc any good. The church and the 
ftatc, religion ind morality, law and 
B. liberty. 
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liberty, all look up to you, as their 
guardians and protedlors. 

^ I. The firft fubje<a that naturally offers 
-^tfelf to eonfidefation is that of the lafe 
riots in London. Such a fcene was never 
before exhibited in thi* country, nor I 
believe in any other ; and the nation has 
an entif e confidence in your wifiiom, that 
you will take fomc efFeftual meafures to 
prevent any return of the like dreadful 
-calarnities. The laws relating to^rio^s 
were little underftood, till they were ex- 
plained upon this occafion with great 
ability by Lord Mansfield* But they 
£bQuld be made fo plain^ that th^re can 
.be no 4oi}bt about theni; and they {hould 
,alfobe ftrcngthened and enforced by new 
laws and penalties^ or things will daily 
•grow worfe and worfe^ and we (hall fall 
a prey to a licentious and unruly piob. 
:Jf th^ Parliament will not interppfe^ the 
^laob ^ill afluredly govern. The evil 

ipirit 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



[ I \ 

Iplrit is got among thcto, and you only 
<:an: lay it, and you miift lay it, or will 
yourfelves be the firft fuffefers. 

. II. Anothef evil, thait requires anim-* 
hicdiate remedy, is gfbwing apace by the 
means of aiTociatidns arid committees of 
correipondence in differrent counties. ^ 
Thefe under the pretence of preferving 
arc really undefminifig otrr hstppy confti-« 
tutioff, by fetting tip a new tiitkuthorized 
'fourth t^2Xt t6 overawe and overrule the 
three old eftabliflied eftates of the realm, 
K-ing Lbrds ind Commons. Such a* 
thefe were the beginnings of the civil 
commotions in the laft century, but with 
this difference, that then the parliament 
and people were dg'ainft the king, whereais 
now the people are againft both king 
dnd parliament* The caufe being fb 
much worfe, we cannot look for any 
better effedts than they experienced at 
that time, anarchy and donfiifion iii the 
B* a begin- 
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beginning, and in the end a military go? 
ycrnment and tyrannical ufurpatipn, till 
the people wearied with continual changes, 
gnd oppreire4 beyond all patiencp, . were 
happy at any rate to return to their old 
conftitution. . Both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment in Irelgind ha^e fet a moft laudable 
example by their fpirifcd refolutions 
?gainft fuch fadioijs combinations, which 
it is to be hoppd wjll be followed here 
in England, and carrie4 into execution. 
The people cannot now pomplain of a 
corrupt parliament, for they have juft 
made choice of their own reprefcntatiyes. 
If the parliament is corrupt, the whole 
nation is corrupt, and the aflbciators as 
corrupt and as much under undue in- 
fluence as any othprs. The old Barons 
yere unwilling to have the laws of Eng- 
land changed, f^qlumus leges Anglia mu-- 
tart', but thefe n^en arc for changing 
both the laws arid the law-givers, and 
^X^(X their own tribunal over all. Aflert 

therc-j 
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fherefore your dignity, maintain youf 
authority, enforce the execution of old 
laws, and cnadt new laws for new occa-? 
lions. Without your exertions there will 
be an utter end of all law and of all go- 
yernment. All fuch afTociations fhould 
be fupprclFed and ftridlly forbidden ia 
future, and all fuch committee men 
fliould be puiiifhed as traitors to their 
Icing and cpuntry, and enemies to the 
beft conftitution of government in the 
whole world; 

III. It is the undoubted right of Brl^ 
tifli fubjedts to petition the King and 
either Houfe of Parlianient, but furely 
this liberty has been carried too far ia 
feveral inftances of late years. Some 
regulations fhould be made both as to 
the matter of the petitions, and as to 
the manner of prefenting them. For 
how often have the Corporation of Lon- 
^on^ for inftance, prefented petitions 

^bou^ 
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about matters, whereof they were by oo 

tneafls competent judges aird wherein 

they had little or no concern? Nay^ 

after ads have pafTed both Hou£es, have 

they not &i\\ petitioned againfl them, as . 

i£ it was wife or prudent in His Majefty 

to pay greater attention to the CommpQ 

pouncil of London than to the Great 

^Council of the. nation aiTembled in Pair 

jiament ? Petitions ftiould alfo be. pre- 

Jfented as petitions, and not bo carried Ujp 

by fuch numbers, as if they meant to 

obtain them by force and violence. The 

freedom of debate is not to be imp^ed 

<)r incroache4 upon-, hyjiurdy beggars. If 

,Imiftake not, the number of petition's 

26 already by law limited to twelve^ 

,and if they exqeed that, number, as thoy 

^have of late by hundreds and by thou-^ 

fandsjt' all fuch petitions fliould for th^t 

.very reafon, if for nothing elfe, be rer 

jedled* Much more fhould they be ro- 

.jedpdii when the perfoas^ who prefent 

and 
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afld fupport them, threaten recourfe th 
jirms J and whoever they are who hold 
fiich language, they Ihould. be confioei 
and prpfccuted as the ftirrers up of rci 
hellion. 

IV. With regard to the Papifts it was 
for the reafpn juft mentioned and other 
^ood reafbns, that the late a£t made 
for their relief was not repealed at the 
clamors of a riotous multitude 5 but 
though it would have been improper to 
give way at that time, yet it may be 
prudent to reflime the fubjeift, and to lay 
^nje foundation for our future peace 
and fecurity. In my humble opinion 
no better courfc can be taken, than to 
defire my Lords the Bifliops to reduce 
^IJ the different ^As relating to popery 
into one fingle bill. They may be pre*- 
fomed to be the beft judges in thefc 
matters, but however fome hints may 
JBQJ improperly be fuggcfted for their 

con- 
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eonfideration. I take it for granted tha£ 
they and all good chriftians are for al- 
iowing an uriiverfal toleration to the 
different feds of religion, as far as it 
may confifl with the fafety of the ftate : 
and therefore that the papifts are to be 
allowed the free exercifc of their reli- 
gion upon certain conditions i all pa- 
pifls to take the oaths prefcribed in thfe 
late a<S, and to give good fecurity t6 
government for their peaceable behavi- 
our J all their places of public worfhip 
to be licenfed and regiftered, and none 
others to be fuffered; their priefls t6 
wear no kind of difguife, but to be dif- 
tinguifhed by their habit ; their priefls 
alfb to be licenfed and regiflered, and 
hone others to dare to officiate ; all theit 
rites and ceremonies to be performed 
within doors, no proceffions, no carry- 
ing of the hofl in the ftreets ; all fchools 
and feminarics for the educatiofi of their 
children to be licenfed and regiftered. 
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iM ii6ne Qtbeis allowed ; their -t«AClii9'« 
^Jifopwiftv whether male or femide^ to be 
^craiftd oc Togiflsered^ and dqne t](6 tp 
prefome to teach ^* no papifts tQ :fen4 
iheir: diUdren. aJbroad ifor, cd«^a4;ioo j no 
projteftarits to fend their cbUdf^ for * 
ttduj::atk>n to afi)^ popilh fchopl o|^ acar 
demy ; Jio papife to.pfofelyte on endeyop 
to profelyte any proteftant, content to 
fenjoy their, dwar^igion and nof /to ino* 
left others ;:aU%ing45 in the p^^trpnagip 
p£ paf^ifts^ not tQ boi configned ov^f to 
ofiberajc bat \eithout rcfwv^ to b^ diC^ 
pofed of: by the twa' u^iwrfitie^i fc^fe 
liceitfes: toi be granted by thejufti:ce« at 
thfiir qi^ast^r fe^nv and a certain fvm 
t9>. be paid fer each t Iwenoq ; the& 
»gifter.a to be ! faithftiHy kept by th» 
j«iU<?esj ready to be produced and laid 
before the King and Goimcil, and Pain 
Kament : as often: : as they fl^all be re^* 
quired, and for the infpedion of any 
pcrfoa paying a fm^ll fee 3 aUthefei arti-? 
C clef 
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des and conditions to be ftridly ob- 
ferved, and the leaft violation of any of 
them to be fubjefted to fuch penalties, 
as to the wifdom of Parliament may 
feetn expedient, and fufficiently enforce 
due obedience to thefe and other addi* 
tional articles, which may be thought for 
the good and fafety of the nation. 

Vi With regard to the Diflenters, I 
ipeak not of all but of many, and ant 
forry to fay but the truth compels rae* 
that they are no lefs enemies to the con- 
ftitution in church and ftate than the 
Papifts thenifelves. Nay, it may be 
queftioned whether the danger is not 
greater at prefent arifing from the DiA 
fenters than from the Papifts. The 
number of th6 Papifts too appears to be 
decreafing, but that of the Diflenters and 
Republicans is rather increafingj at leaft 
they fhow themfelves more, and more 
openly avow their principles* The Pa- 

pift9 
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pifts arc no declared enemies to royalty 
and nobility, but the Diflcntcrs arc for 
leveling all degrees, and-liave laid the 
crown and nobility all in the duft# 
When Jacobitifm fubfifted, the Papifts 
were for changing the family that go- 
verned, but the Diflenters are for fab* 
verting the whole form and order of 
government. Since Jacobitifm became 
in a manner extind, the Papifts have 
generally behaved as quiet and peaceable 
fubje£i:s ; they have not raifed fuch dis- 
turbances and oppofition to government 
as the Diffenters have. The Papifts 
would change the religion of the coun- 
try, but the Diffenters both the religion 
and government, the civil as well as ec- 
clefiaftical polity. No Papifts have 
taught and propagated more pernicious 
political doftrins than fome favorite au- 
thors among the Diffenters, who would 
reduce all ranks and orders to an equa- 
lity, would conftitute every man his own • 
C 2 legiilator 
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legi^ator and governor, and transfbrcii *^ 
ci?tlued nation into worfc thsn Hotten^ 
tots and Savages, without atay law on 
government whatever^ The DifTentera) 
nearly rcfemble the Paprft^ in their veiy 
worft features, intolerance an4f)»fecu^ 
tion of all others of different perfuan 
fions : but the fpirit fcems to be grow^^ 
ing every where rmlder among the Pa^^ 
pifts, here it is grown fiercer and more; 
furious among the DifTenters^ as appeara 
from the violent infurrc<£tions and hor- 
rid devaftations committed laft year ia 
Scotland^ and this year in England. But. 
though they deny liberty of confcienca 
to others, they exped: it to be concededr 
to themfclves; and let it be goncededt^ 
but it ihould be upon fuch terrns ancj. 
conditions as to the Papifts, Some re-^ 
ftriftions aqd limitations of this kind are 
every day growing more and more nen 
ceflary, no proper tefts having yet beea 
rei^uired or given, and that forbcajFancft 

aha 
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juid indu%ence miich abufedi libert|{ 
turned into licentioufhcfs, and rel^giont 
into faftjon. Whefeforc before th^ 
pbtain their licenccis from jhe inagif-* 
|ratcs, they ibould deliver in a fummary 
of their dodrins, and allb declare by 
what name they would be diftinguiflied, 
for there 'are fo many hydra heads ^Jijpng 
them^ that i| is not eafy to know Vi^ha* 
fcligion they are of, or whether of any j 
whereas the Papifts are much more ftAi-» 
fonn^ and better ^ree in on^.and th^ 
ianie faith, in one jod the famp profpjft 
Jion. As the Papifts, in prder to obtain 
th^ privileges granted by tlitMte a<9:, ar» 
obliged publicly in court to renoupcQ 
find abjurq fbme of their religious and 
|)olitical principles.; fo the DiiSeriter? 
jliouid in like manner be required to 
make a public ajld folemn reniinciatioij 
Jnd abjuration of their republican IcwU 
jhg prihciples. For being as much ene^ 
fines to the it^te a$ (he pthers> they 
V. . . ihould 
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fljould equally be bound to take oaths, 
and to give good and fufficient fecurities 
to government for their orderly and 
peaceable behaviour, their obedience to 
the laws, and fubmiffion to the powers 
UwfuUy eftabliflied. 

VI. Another thing particularly in- 
cumbent upon you. Gentlemen of the 
Houfe of Commons, is to take into con- 
iideration the qualifications of the mem- 
bers* The qualifications are rated too 
low for the prefent times ; and yet low 
as they are, how many evade and fall 
ihort even of thefe qualifications ? An 
attempt was made in the laft fefliion of 
the laft parliament to raife them; the 
public highly approved it, and were 
much dlfappointed that fo reafbnable a 
defign did not iucceed. The qualifica- 
tions fhould not only be raifed, but as I 
think it was propofed in the faid bill, 
they fhould aljfa be clearly proved and 

afcef- 
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^ afcer taineii at the feeginning of every fcir 
"^lioh without fubterfuge and cvafiop. 

• Something of the fame kind fliould now 

• bd re fumed for the better fupport of the 
< weight and importance, of the honor and 

dignity of the Houfc, which have funk 
in general eftimation, and are finking 
lower every day for want of 4bmc fuch 
regulations. There have been times when 
Members have been returned, not only 
for boroughs, but for cities, and even, for 
counties, who were men ofdcfperate fon- 
tunes, -and owed toore thoufands, than 
they were able to pay ; Apd how was it 
poflible for fuch meri to. be properly qua- 
lified ? and with what face could they 
fwear to their qualifications? andif Mem-^ 
beirs fwear falfcly at firft fctting out, what 
truft or confidence cin be placed in them 
afterwards ? It would likewife add to 
the dignity and importance of the city 
of London, if every Alderman and 
Common - Councilman, was obliged to 

have 
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•hwt iuch or fi)ch a qwUficatipn, with* 
out which he coul4 not be chofen or 
continue in the corporation. The ho- 
nors and ofHce3 of the city would m}t 
then have fallen into fuch difgrace^ as to 
be occupied by fo fnany low tradefmea 
and bankrupts, aad to be refufed by £> 
many wealthy merchants/ choofing to 
pay a confiderable fine rather than en- 
gage in fuch fervices with fuch compar 
,ny. It is commonly iaid that Mipifters 
of ftate arc againft making any fuch re- 
gulations, it better fuiting their pprpofc 
to keep people poor in order, to keep 
them dependent. But thefe are narrow 
paltry politics far below any wife or goo4 
Minifler. At this prefent time fbqie of 
the n)oft neceffitpus perfpns in the king- 
dom are the n^oft clamorous - in oppofi- 
tion ; md generally they are the moft 
troubkfome, whether in place or out of 
place, in this cafe continually oppofing, 

and 
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a&\i 111 tliai coritiriualiy craviiig td ha^^^^ 
dielf eif^igepcies fupplied* 

Vtii. Sbiile coiifideration dioulcl alfd 
bfe ftarf of tlie qualificatiohs of the eleftors 
a^ well as of tfi6 ele<^ed ; and thefe per- 
haj^s Ihould be raifed as well as the others* 
For Wtitn forty flulling^ a year was the 
Cxxvri fixed' for t^e qualification of a free- 
hold^t^ rtioney was then of much higher 
vaMtron thaii'iiow; and ihould not that 
fani therefore receive an augmentation 
ajgreektile to the prefent ftandard ? But it 
is ur^ed,' that we' hslve ^y ho means a 
joir and equal reprefenlation, that taxa- 
tion follows reprefenlation, that none 
oiight to be taxed who are not reprefent- 
ed> and cotifequently that every man is 
iillitled to a vote^ every man contributing 
ohe vvay or other to the payment of taxes 
and to the fupport of governnient. But 
by the fame rule women fhould havd 
^6tes as well as men ; arid what a dread-* 
D ful 
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ful fccnc of riot and confufion would be, 
liere ? and how could fuch eledtionSj Ul 
they were poffible, be ma(ie pradlicablc ? 
The Romans foon found the inconve- 
nience of fuch popular airen>blies> and 
therefore Servius TuUius, one of the beft 
and wifeO: of their kings^ divided the 
tribes into centuries^ by which means the 
people were diflinguifhed into higher and 
Ipwer clafTcs according to their condition 
and circumflances, and the higher ob« 
tained the greater number of votes, and 
jprevailed over the lower by their wealth 
and importance. Your wifdom ihould 
adopt ibme fimilar plan for the benefit 
of this country: For if it is not a juft 
and equal reprefentation, becaufe all are 
not reprefcnted; neither is it a juft and 
equal reprefentation, when a man of 40 s. 
ft year, and another of 400 L a year, 
and a third of 40C0L a year, are all upon 
the fame footing, and have each only a 
fingle vote. The greater the property, 

the 
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the greater in proportion (hould be the 
number of votes^ It cannot be fitting or 
proper, that the needy and neceflitous 
Ihould enjoy the fame privileges aiid pre- 
rogatives as the/ich and opulent. Men 
are ufually governed by their intereft, 
and who are the moft deeply interefted 
fe the peace and welfare of their country, 
who are the moft likely to promote, and 
who to difturb it, gentlemen of con- 
fiderable eftates and property, or low 
vulgar people, who have little or nothing 
to Ibfe, and may gain fomething by the 
general wreck and ruin? The pooreft 
boroughs are always the mofl: corrupt 
and venal j and generally fpeaking, the 
more numerou? the electors, the worfe 
the election, as* it might be proved in 
fcveral inftances. In all focieties there 
are and muft be different ranks and or- 
ders of men, and if high and low rich 
and poor were all to be put upon the 
fame level,, no fociety could fubfift. The 
P z power 
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power apd influence of the populac^ 
|)ave increafed, and are increaiing^ and 
ought to be dinuQiihcd rathj^r than in<t 
largcd. 

VIII. It is wifely ordered by pur laws^^ 
that foldicrs fliQuld be removed from the 
places where they are quartered during 
the time of holding elpdlions t|iere^ that 
they may be free and oppn apd cztfip^ 
on without difturbance or ^nterruptiqij^ 
But is there not tlie fame ox a greater 
peceffity for removing the n^ability tp % 
diftance at fuc|i tinies fron^ fuch places ? 
For inftances are much more numerous 
of the inobility's than of the foldiery*^ 
interfenpg and influencing elcdions, A 
general eleftion never pafles without fon^ 
riots and tumults. The candidates theniT 
felves haye often bee^ infylted and ilU 
treated. Their friends in going; tovote 
^lave f un the hazard of their lives^ There 
li^ve b^en broken heads and b^bkei^ 
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i)PQef without oHmbcF, mi4, ibm#timc« 

iqurdff 9omR»tfed. And . where thp 
rifftcw h^y? IH>1; proc?e!ie4 tP ihpie pvit» 
l^esj yet njapy pcrfoii§ h^y^ bceq hinder:. 
e4 sp4 4et(erre4 frpRi ypting by ^ v^ 
crpu4s ^roWf d« hy th(5 gFQjtus ?i)d hiflfi* 
%ii(| c3f?Uij[jgtion« 9f the pppofitc p;irty j 
^4 by th?fe «a?ans the cpp^ qnworfhy 
^^4Mg[t« have fr?(j\|pnt|y bc^i) rct^f0cd, 
Pp;h it ppt therefore hcpQW? thewif^Qtn 
and the juilice of Parliament (p prpmpte 
9. remedy for thefe evils, and to fecurc 
^^c ppiipe an^ fre^dpp* of cl?^ion8, by 
f pa^aing ft l^vv ;h^t only voters fl^ajl bavi^ 
a^cefs tq th? huft^Ogs or place of ejeftion, 
that the piobility £ball b^ removed to 9, 
(rertain diftan?e, and if any of them ap^. 
proach nearer, they (hall be taken up ati 
v^grapts, be committed to %he hoofe of 
^prredion, and fuffer 9 fevere flogging, 
|f either of the candidates (houUl call it\ 
and encourage a mob^, let his eledlion be 
pi^d^ void^ and hioifelf be rendered in-* 

capable 
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capable of ever being chofen again . Your 
wifdom may propofe better remedies, 
but fome provifions of this fort fhould be 
made, or thofe who have no votes will 
in ciFe£l become our eleftors. Good men 
are of themfdves too indolent and in- 
tidAvc, and if added to their natur^ lovb 
of eaie» difficulties and difcouragcments 
are thrown in their way, wickednefs that 
leases all advantages will be jfure to prQ-* 
vail and profper, 

IX. How the fupplies are to be raifed 
for the next and the following years, and 
what funds are to be provided for the pay-^ 
ment of intereft, are matters which fo 
far furpafs my comprehenfion, that I may 
exprefs myfelf improperly with relation 
to them. It would perhaps be the mod 
prudent method to raife the fupplies of 
the year within the year, by a poll-tax 
according to mens rank and value, and 
thereby to flop the farther increafe of the 

national . 
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national debt, and prevent an univerfal 
bankruptcy. All rank$ of men can find 
money for their private pleafures, let 
them raife it to ibpply the public necef- 
fities, and to fave themfelves and their 
country. One thing there is which, it 
is to be hoped, will not make a part of 
ways and means ; and that is, depriving 
the Members of the privilege of franking. 
Some time ago you offered up ibme of 
your privileges, at the fhrine of juftice^ 
but you fhould be cautious how you pro- 
ceed farther in the fum of fubflradtion^ 
The men of thefe times are too much 
actuated by a leveling principle. You 
fhould rather oppofe the fpirit than com- 
ply with it. You fliould be careful to keep 
up and maintain your honorable diftinc- 
tions, and by no means defcend from 
your dignity^ and reduce yourfclves to 
the common level. And yet, I think, : 
the liberty of franking is ftiU too much 
abufed, and fhould be conilned and limited 

to 
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is ^i ^etfcn^ of Pc^ff ztid MhttHjt^i 
itik6\M lit klitM^ tj^pttS horioir to thdi^ 
<3#n itiiftWduai trie, sWid no' way employs^ 
€d fortlrti&eirefif 6f otiteft: 1fR6y fitotrfrf 
afriiii 6% ftrch! lettfers' ais are* of thdtf 
dwft' vWifing of ^nfli^, and (hcmld rtJ^ 
c'dVe flich o«f^ a^ ai** addreflfed im"ttiei** 
ifiaftef^ td' tKtiririt^cs, withbtrt fi-acrd ahcf 
evacfioh'. All 6thdif^ anfdrf fheir cdveW 
rfwiufrf bd MdhiTrgtfdf aid6ut>le letters* If* 
tKcir ftdnor Waf not rcftraih thenii aiid* 
thtere is t'esCtdii'ioMpt&hscaiulent pi-a'c*" 
tkesi adtfiidve'iy Ady da'fity-ljc riiad^ at 
tfite p6ft--dfiici^. B^ itKefe means a' con-^ 
fiferable additt6h v^bUM be' riiade to the 
pliWic'reveiHrc, and- a pi'op'er diiflm'^ibn • 
\#olild be prefervfed bcfw'ecn' different 
ordfafS. 

X.^ AH theatres, arid Hbnfcs, aiitf gaN 
dehs,' ahd plaecs' of public ehtertaitttttfenty 
wftethc^ itt town or country, in^fummer ' 
Qt winter, !^ day ornight,- are certainly ' 

prbpef 
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J>tt3^r fiti5C(as for taxatioii* Ih fbrfllef 
times their number was incdnfiderable^ 
but of Jate years they ba'd^ multiplied to 
iiich a degree, that they may fitly ht 
made to contribute to the fupport of go^ 
Vernmeat« But the taxes fliould not bet 
fiich as amount to a prohibitioiv for people 
mu& liave their diverfions, or their minds 
will grow four and ^lenetic and ill 
Ifieded. if ibme other places were rated 
in iuch a nxanner as amounted alxnoft to 
il prohibition, I conceive that more good 
than bad confequences would enfue; I 
mean the fchools ^ ^rator^, ^ij^hkh arei 
ia^vjprtifed in the public papers for the dif- 
cuffion of fuch and fuch fubjecSs every 
fevening. Men aflemble and harangue 
tmd ar^gue in imitation of the debates ijA 
Parliament. Women alfo laying afidc 
the natural modtfty of the fex hold forth 
amoQg them. It is dafy to guefs whal 
^dnd of women they are; and all whether 
jnen or women, who take fuch delight 
£ in 
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iri fexfiofing themfelves, ihould be ftiad® 
to pay dearly for it. It would have a 
good effeft either way, hy curing them 
of their fooleries, or' by turning them ta 
the benefit of the public. No better 
fruits can poffibly grow from fuch meet-^ 
ings than nonfenfe and folly, the love of 
prating and difputation, vanity and felf- 
conceit, arrogance and impudence^ tur* 
bulence and fadlion* But there are ftiU 
Worfe evils, the promenades and convcr- 
iPations ajid (iiiputations at Garlifle-Houfe 
and other public rooms on Sunday even- 
ings, fo coritrary to the law arid ctrftom 
of our country, and fo very oflfenfivc to 
all religious good chriftlans. The rea* 
fonable fervice of the chutch is neglecfled 
in the day, and money is paid for admif* 
lion into thefe places in the evening. I 
have heard that application was made to 
Sir John Fielding to fupprefs thefe meet- 
ings, and he faid that there was indeeB 
an exprefs law againfl: them made in the 
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relgii of Charles the lid* ; but as it ha^ 
jicver yet been carric4> he was afraid tp 
carry it into execution. As it had never 
been carried into execution^ we nxay pon- 
clude that there was never the UJce Qcca-?' 
fion for it. If therefore you have' any 
love and regard for God and religion^ 
ftrcngthpnthe hands of juftice, and unde^ 
fevere penalties totally prohibit fuch im- 
pious meetings. Men who have it in 
their power to fupprefs evils, and dp it 
jiot^ may be faid in fpoje meafur?^,to en* 
courage them. 

XI. No jufter or fairer improvement 
could be made of the public revenue 
than by an equal land tax. The great 
argument urged againfl it is, that in ibme 
diftant counties they bought their eftates 
at a higher price in cpnfideration of the 
lownefs of the land tax, and to raife 
theirs equal to the reft would be a ma- 
jjifeft hardfhip and injuftice to fuch pur- 
Eg chaferst 
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chdftrs. It i^ allowcci that a great na^ 
t?onal convenience can ffcarce ever be ob- 
tained without an' inconvenience to fbmd 
individUfils. But for the prevention of ^ 
temporary mifchief to fome part^ is 4 
perpetual heavy load to he laid on the 
greateft part of the I^ingdom ? Theit 
cftates have beea eafed, while all pther^ 
fiive been bur4ened, for near a c«ntury ]j 
and after fo Ibng an indulgence is it fitr 
ting that this ihequality fhbuld be contir 
hiied, and the evil entaited fron^ genera-? 
tion to generation? Some inftances of 
this inequality are made more confpicu- 
ous by their pontiguity. For where is 
the juftice, or equity, that the city of 
London ^ould pay the full four fliillings^i 
all parts of Wcihninfter pay inuch Icfs, 
and fonie parts of WcO^^infter and Ma- 
rybone pay not fo much as fix-vpcnce ii^ 
the pound? Among the many petiti- 
ons, which the Court of Aldermen anc^ 
Pommoit-Council men have prefented to 
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the Kifig and' to hokh |Ib4i&&^ ^tUi^ 
m^^p i'^ 10 aftoniihiitg thati^ty have ae* 
vcf appKed fpr a re^i^dy ki thiis cafei * 
iirfaich more nearer comwna Aem than 
jmy pctitiiDn tfecy ever prcfentcdjL W^t 
pratfc^ would be diie te the Mihiftei^ 
^nd the Parliaments w^o diftegapding ' 
t^e^ pfemors of a ftw fliould have- the 
courage to^ render equal juftice to aH-? 
tSome indiv:|du4lft^ might complaih^ but 
the generality woujd applaud the meani 
ilire^ and their names and memories be 
tranfinittcd with honor to the lateft pof^ 
tcrity. 

XIL Agriculture and populatibrr arc 
great national* objefts, which parricu** 
larly deierve the favor and encourage- 
ment of the Parliament. For .we want 
people,, otherwifc our fleets would fboner 
be manned, our armies would more 
cafily be raifed and recruited, fo many 
pillages would not be deferted, and.|b 
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mttiy wafte lands would not lie uncuiti* 
vated. AH obftacles and difSculties in 
«;^:the way to marriage fhould be removed^ 
premiums fhould be given to thofe who 
marry, privileges and exemptions be 
granted to thofis who have fuch a num- 
ber of children^ and wafte lands appor*^ 
tioned for their cultivation,. apd thefuftc^ 
nance of themrelve3 and their families* 
A heavy tax fhould be laid upon, all bai^ 
chelors pail fuch an age, that they may 
contribute one way or other to the good 
of the flate, Eflates fhould be divided 
into lefTer farms, and not one great 
i^rmer be fufFcred to rent (as it fome- 
times is done) lands to the value of three 
thoufand pounds a yc^r, the greater 
parts whereof are laid down in paflure 
and iheep w^ks^ which eniploy very few 
bands in comparifon with arable or corn 
fields.- It is cafier without doubt for 
landlords to receive their rents in one 
l^rge fum from a f^bflai^tial farmer<| thai^ 

19 
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tD C6llt£t: it in different fumB froffidilW 
ftrent quarters : but this method is v^ 
detrimental to the public^ as it depopu^ 
lates whole villages, and greatly en^ 
hances the price of the tiecefTaries of 
life* At the lefler farms they w»e glad 
to fell their poultry and eggs and other 
commodities to their neighbours ; • but 
the great farmers fell nothing of this 
kind, confume all in their own families, 
live as well or better than their land<* 
lords, at their clubs and meetings £x the 
market-prices, and after a plentiful har^ 
veil:, when they cannot make thofe ^d-^ 
vantages, rather repine than rejoice at 
Ae bleffings' of providence* -. 

Xin. Some attention fliould alfo be 
paid to the ftate and condition of fervants* 
A good fervant is a good treafure, and 
ought accordingly to be duly kept and 
Valued. Servants uied formerly to live 
many years in a family, and afterwards 

received 
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Irtfd ^f Aheir good and fakhful ierVices* 
But fk>w di€f ddiigbt in change^ ieldoai 
fifty lot^ ia a plac(^ -diiruig that flK)rt 
ftay •bdiave ▼ery ill» if you ind fault 
widi tbem gii;ie yeu warmagy aad per^ 
haps leave yeu^ ^r force you to turn 
tiietn <mU at th^ very inftant. What is 
tl^^ r&afon 4!ba4; Swifs aad ^ther foreign 
ienrams are .takea ia€o fo many families^ 
bat becaaafe 4key are fbuod more fteddy 
Mfd faitiifttl, peiibciBin^ nsoi^ and ex^ 
peding le& ? A& any friend^ or any 
kondl tradeiisian with wJb^m y<>u deal^ 
to recommend to you « good iervant^ 
their anfwer isj they kaowof Aone&icbf 
they cannot pretend to recommend any* 
in dimoft every family you liear com^ 
plaints of the badnefs and dc[gencracy of 
fii^antSif of their want of triith and fide^ 
Utf.^ t>f their faucinefs and inlbleneei of 
fheir wafle atid confamptiojtii of their 
tnalki? {tfOf^ty, xafomuch that min$- 

families 
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^te ^e ruined, not m<fre' hf inf 
toMft ti^an t^y the liutnlb^r ^nd fte^^ligencd 
and frftUdi of their fcrVanls. if thejr 
)i«d any |>tinciple; and were not blind t<i 
their own intere^i ihey Would pity re- 
gard to thefavoir and eileeui of their 
thafters iind miftt^^fi which may ptor6 
i ^tihattiint beniefit for Ufe, liather than 
liiHte in taballitig and toliuding with 
tii«ir fellow ibrvantfi, who art here td 
day and gohli to mottbw. Several lami<i> 
lies, who have Hftle elfe to diildrb and 
trouble thtttit are yet often plitgued and 
dififefled by the pei-^effenefi and |)rofl!4 
gacy rf their fet^rants. Yoiir own expe^ 
tithie mif con^tice you of the truth of 
all thftl {fi here faid i Ahd is there tt> btf 
Jidredteft fbr thefe grievanieesi which ard" 
dally ^rowin^ i^orfe schd woHTe, like all 
«thi6r irregdlaHtleS WhieK brt ifoc ro^ 
ftrdnH in tinlb< tf ihi.'&tK are guilty of 
fll ufage to their i^rtants^ they have theiif 
HOktidf ai kW : bat what j^wer hat a 
F good 
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good triafler over a bad fervant> but to 
turn him away and take another perhaps 
as bad or worfe ? Should not fome lavir 
therefore be framed for th6 better regu- 
lation of fervantSy and for granting to 
matters a juft authority over them, that 
the head may no longer be as the tail, 
nor the tail prepotteroufly as the head ? 
Suppofe a fervant to behave very ill, and 
to be fancy and impudent upon the oc- 
cafion, which is often more than a fup*» 
position, fhould not the matter or mif-» 
trefs be allowed to go with their com«* 
plaint to the next Juttice of peace ; and 
if the complaint be found juft and rea- 
fonable, fhould not the magiftrate have 
the power diredly to fend the fellow for 
ft foldier or a failor, and to commit the 
woman to hard labor in Bridewell, fo that 
if they will not fervc other ways, they 
may fome way be made ferviceable to the 
public? I have heard it advanced in 
eompany, that a proper check and re-* 

ilraiot 
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Itraint uport the licentioufnefs of fervants 
T^ould be a law obliging them to offer 
themfelves to no fervice .without a writ* 
ten charadter from their laft place upon 
a five (hillings (lamp paid by themfelves^ 
and no mafter to receive them without 
fuch a certificate and atteftation^ the law 
infli£dng due penalties in cafe of failure 
on either fide. The little trouble at- 
tending it would amply l>e recompenfed 
hy the good effedts of it. Servants would 
then be more careful of their behayi- 
our, they would not be fo forward to 
change from place to place^ their duty 
and their intereft would be more united^ 
the peace and quiet of families be better 
preferved, and fome addition made to 
the public revenue. Better heads may 
ddvife better laws* 

XIV. So many fervants lying out of 

place, with other diforderly perfons of 

both fexes, fill all quarters with fir^et 
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waU^ers and i^Qplifters, robbers mi 
fwindlersi highwaymen and bouiebccaJ(^ 
erS| incendiaries and murderefsi inib^ 
iniich that in aa evening peopk can 
icarc^ walk in tbp ftcwts^, or travel on tha 
ro»k^ Qv keep ppen (hop, or He in theii^ 
bpu% with fafety and focnrity, Soch a 
Dumbei: of capital, o^ibnder^ nccei&rily 
pccafion many prpfccutionij whicb. bci!» 
ing. garricd on zt the exp^^nce of the pro« 
feiQutors^ they fom^tim^ grudge the 9iQr 
pey Mt^r their former Ipfs and injury, an(i 
fuffier tlje prifooei: t<? gfcape rather (baii. 
b9 a$ the pharge zfid trouhle of appearrt 
Iftg againft him. Sowe. fpcifitiesctlier^, 
fore haye hc?n Jnf^ituted foy d^frayin^ 
thefe expenqes out of a jointflopk rai&df 
\iy fubfcription for their n^uttia) aid" aq4 
benefit. But woiild it not be better^ tft 
fs^fe thoie wbp have already fuftained a 
|pfs, and perhaps cannot, well' a^ord it^ 
gnd to lay the charge vpon the county pi*, 
fity wl?cr« tHs fa^ was cQB^witte^? . If. 
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\r a common mi^e^ and (bottld be macfo 
« comcaoji expence, to deteiSfc rogues^. aa4 
briog tik^inttQcondigapumihmentr 

; XVf Some fiiia reiga more at oae^tiixM^ 
ibme, at another. Fornication, adulterjTt 
and acrimf^alfxioft too horrid to nanie^ ne^ 
Ycr abounded fb much in this country, a^ 
idbey have of lafee and do at p)3eient# They 
nm eithec not puniihed' at alU or puni^ 
«d ib fligiitly as rather to give encourage* 
Oient to thicm. Fornicatioi^ is lookedi^ 
^qn oofy aft a pet^ pi&nce^if any s i$ fb 
^ fro]oa being attended with any dW* 
jp'ace^ that it is made a matter of g^ory 
and triumph $ and the gallant, who haa 
fisduced^ numbers, is not therefore the leia^ 
but perhaps the mc^ efteenied for itt 
Adultery is treated with much lefs dii^ 
fegvd apd more indulgence than it do- 
jeryes^ a divorce is perhaps J^audulently- 
pbtained^ eveiy thing is reilored as if no-* 
ijiipg aipifaMbefA^done^ tbe^ woman ir 
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rdeafed from the man fiie hates^ and 
marries the man ihe loves. The other 
crime is too ibocking to claim aoy kind 
ctf favor, but either it efcapes profecution 
by the force of hufli-money, or is feldom 
profecuted fo far as to the pillory. In 
God's own law given to his own peculiar 
people^ the man who deflowered a virgin 
was obliged to marry her ; the adulterer 
and adultreis were both to be ftoned to 
death ; and for the third unnatural (inj, 
it was not ooly forbidden on pain of death* 
but God was alfo pleafed to defiroy 9 
whole people^ and to lay a country wafle. 
with the moft horrible deflrudion, ihd 
vifible ciFe<3:s whereof are remaining 
even to this day. How; far the judicial 
Ijiws of the Jews are obligatory^ and to. 
be received in other nations, is a queftion 
that I will leave to the determination oft 
Divines; but furely they deferve fome. 
regard and attention on account of their 
MUbor and origin^ and efpecially when. 

they 
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tixey alfo partake of a moral nature.. Tlie 
man who debauches a young woman, if 
he refufcs to marry her, fhould at leaft 
be bound to give her a fuitable main- 
tenance for life. The adulterer and 
adultrefs, if not to be punifhed as capital 
offenders, fhould at lead be branded with 
infamy, fhould be fubjeded to confider-* 
able loiles and forfeitures, fhould really 
pay large damages to the party injured^ 
and themfelves be compelled to live, as a 
proper penance, in obfcurity, poverty, 
and mortification. And without doubt 
or hefitatiouy death, and not the pillory, 
ihould be the portion of thofe whq are 
eonvided of the lafl abominable fin, for 
which God himfelf made the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrha, as St. Peter fays, 
an mfample unto them that after Jhauld 
live ungodly f or as St. Jude exprefTes it, 
an example, fuffering the vengeance of 
€ternalfirc^ 
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XVI. There is another judicial law of 
the Jews, which might be wdl worth 
adO|rtiftg in thii and other countries^ the 
lex tdHonts as it is called^ an eye for an 
tyiy and a tmb for a tootb. It may be 
thdught that our Saviour has repealed this 
law by faytngt Tou have beard tb^t it 
hath been Jaid An eye for an eyet andd 
U^tbfor a todtb ; but I fay unto you that 
ye rejifi not eviL But as our Saviour had 

. immediately before been giving diredliontf 
concerning oaths in private converfation^ 
£> here he is treating of private injurien and 
private retaliations j and we may dbfervtf 
that he does not fay in this as In fom* 
other cafes, To» bave beard tbat it ivai 

faid fy ibtm of old times^ but ohly To* 
bave beard that it batb been faid, as i/ 
this was a modern intefpretalioH. Owt 
Saviour in opptifitioh td the f^lfe glofiei 
6i the fcribes and to the Common p»ac-ir 
ticc of the people^ who took uptin them** 
felves to revenge their own i].uarrelsi and 
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to fetaliate the injuries they had received 
in the fame meafure and manner they 
had received them ; in oppbfition, I fay^ 
to thefe notions and to this practice he 
charges his difciples, that they fhould not 
avenge their own caufe, and return injury 
for injury, but (hould rather lay afide 
their animofities; and exercife mutual for- 
bearance and forgivenefs. He cofrefts 
only the private abufes of the law, he 
prohibits not the law itfelf, which was a 
public law, and deiigned for the public 
ufe and benefit of the ftate under the 
judgment and authority of the magiftratej 
and as fuch it may be fitly transferred to 
other ftates and kingdoms. Nee lebc eji 
jttjiior ulta. Our laws are very deficient 
in this refpeft* Crimes and punifhments, 
which fhould be made exadlly equal, are 
without all jufl equality and proportion* 
Different crimes receive the fame punifh- 
ment, different degrees of the fame crime 
are punifhed in the fame manner; whereas 
G net 



Digitized 



by Google 



f 44) 

liot only different punifliments (hould h& 
Appointed for different crimes, but alfo 
different degrees of puniftiment ftiould bft 
apportioned to the different degrees of 
the fame crime, the penalties eafier ot 
heavier according to the nature of the 
guilt. A man is juftly hanged for com- 
mitting a murder, and tho' the circum- 
fiances may vary, yet the punifhment is 
all the fame -, but if he commits th6 
murder with any additional circumftances 
of cruelty, hanging is too good for him, 
he fliould be put to death in the very 
fame manner that he killed the other. 
If a man is not content with robbing', 
but (hould befides barbaroufly cut and 
mangle the perfbn whom he has robbed ^ 
he (hould not be puniftied as a robber 
only, but fliould be cut and mangled in 
the very fame manner ; as the Scripture 
fays, burning for burnings wound for 
woundy Jiripe for Jlripe ; as he hath done^ 
fojhall it be done unto him. Nothing, I 

conceive^ 
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conceive^ would be more efFe£lual to put 
a flop to thefe frequent and ftill in- 
ereafing barbarities and cruelties fo con- 
trzry to the good nature and ufual temper 
of Englifhmei), 

XVIL The liberty of the prefs is one 
of the mod glorious of our liberties^ and 
the palladium of all the reft ; but the 
licentious abuie of this liberty has of late 
prevailed to fuch an enormous degree^ 
that all parties and perfons in their turns 
complain of it, and wi(h it to be re- 
ftrainedand confined within proper bounds. 
Where to draw the line is the great diffi'' 
culty, but one line, I think, might eafily 
be drawn, and that is, draw the line 
round the King, let the perfon and cha- 
rad:er of the King be held facred and in* 
violable. Oppofite parties may teafe and 
tear and worry one another to pieces as 
long as they pleafe, and poflibly there 
ipay be fome (ruth and argument on both 
Q z fides* 
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fides. Private perfons, if injured, have 
legal remedies againft libels, and may 
obtain damages from the Ubejers, We 
are all hurt and fe^l for ourfelvcs, but^ 
who manifefts any 2eal oi^ fpirit in vindi-.^ 
cation of the majefty and authority of 
the King ? What indignities and infults 
are daily offered to the beft of men as' 
well as the beft of princes ? What fcurri-* 
lous and fcandalous inve(ftives in pam-t- 
phlets and periodical papers I What iri-» 
decent and fhocking reprefentations in 
prints and drawings, and thefe publicly 
fold and eagerly bought, to the Hiame and 
difgrace of government, to the annoy-* 
ance and offence of all good peoplq 
among ourfelvcs, and to the reproach and 
infamy of our country among all foreign 
nations ! Whatever may he pretended, 
libels againft the King are nothing lefs 
than treafon, and ought to be puniflie(J 
8?cordingly, 
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XVIII. Ecclcfiaftical power in former 
jrcigns was grown to fach an exorbitant 
highth, that it was neceffary to lop the 
branches, and to cut it fomewhat lower ; 
but many have been of opinion that it 
was cut down rather too low. After the 
caufe had ceafed, the jealoufy fUll (ub«- 
fiftcd s church authority was almoft zs 
much dreaded in the hands of proteftants 
as of papiftsy and by degrees has been fo 
far reduced that little more than the (ha- 
dow remains. Cenfures, penances, ex- 
communicatioivs have loft their force ; the 
canons are become no more than iruta 
fulmina^ and are no more regarded. If 
proceffcs are commenced in the fpiritual 
court, they are foon removed by appeals 
to the civil courts, which are forward 
enough to grafp at the double advantage 
of inlarging their own jurifdidion and 
retrenching the others. I have been in- 
formed, and I believe upon g >od autho<* 
rity, that a fiifhop may call the pr ebcn- 

4arici 
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daries of his church, may call the vtGton 
of his diocefe, to reiidence; but the 
queflion is, whether like Owen Glcn-^ 
dower's fpirits they will come at the call. 
He may exhort, he may admonifh, but 
he has not power to compel. Vicars are 
fworn to refidence, unlefs difpenfed with 
by their Ordinary ; but yet I have heard 
of fpme, who notwitbftanding their oaths 
have refufed to pay canonical obedience : 
and wh^t ftronger ties and reftraints can 
be laid upon fuch men ? A clergyman 
has fought no Icfs than three duels^ and 
perhaps he may be cited into the Bifhop's 
court; but what farther fteps are to be 
taken ? what law is there for infilling aq 
exemplary and adequate puniflm^^nt? 
It is proper therefore that (bmething 
fhould be dpne to revive and reftore ec- 
clefiaf^ical difcipline^ or at lead that the 
Bifiiops fhould not be blamed for not do- 
ipg what it is not in their power to do. 
But the worft of it f3» that all temporal 

authority 
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authority is finking as well as (piritualt 
^d the ftate is in danger of being in fome 
fneafure involved in the ruins of the 
church. 

XIX. A good Juftice of peace is one 
of the moft ufeful, and moft valuable 
members of fociety. No gentleman is a 
greater benefaftor to his country, or more 
like a guardian angel to his neighbours 
all around him. To preferve the refpeft 
due to their order, the Juftices fliould 
have received the benefits of a liberal 
education, fhould have acquired a com* 
petent knowlege of the laws, (hould pof^ 
fefs a good eftate of their own, and fliould 
befides have a handfome falary paid by 
the public, that they may the better at- 
tend to the duties of their ftation, with- 
out regarding the little fees and perqui- 
sites of office : and if any of them fliould 
happen to commit any error in pradice^ 
the courts in WeftminAer Hall ihould 

not 



■ Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



{ 48 il 

Itot be fevefe in their animadverfioiis upofl 
them, but fliould rather proted and fa- 
vor them^ as being their fecondaries and 
coadjutors. Such men may be fafcly in* 
truftcd with farther difcretionary powers> 
as to your wifdom may feeta fitting, and 
may likewife be authorized to proceed in 
a more fummary way for the readier dif» 
patch of bufinefs, and for the fpeedier 
execution of juftice and judgment. They 
fliould be impowered to fupprefs or regu- 
late, as they fliall fee moft proper, the 
fchools of oratory before mentioned, as 
being nurferies of much idle dilcourfe at 
feeft, but more commonly of fa£lion and 
fedition* They fliould be likewife im- 
powered to fend and feafe and burn all 
lewd immodefl: prints, fuch as are exhi- 
bited daily in the windows of print 
fliops, attradt multitudes together' to look 
upon them,- and tend greatly to corrupt 
tbe minds, and debauch the morals of 
the people. They fliould be likewife 
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iiiipowcrcd to difperfe, by the civil offi- 
cers if they can, but if they cannot by 
calling in the military, all unruly mobs 
affembled together for the purpofes of 
bull and bear baitings, or boxing matches 
efpecially on Sunday mornings, or drink- 
ing and revelings at unfeafonable hours, 
or gaming and other unlawful divcrfions^. 
They fhould be likewife impowered to 
prevent and put a flop to bonfires and il- 
luminations, efpecially fuch as v\re have 
had of late for no caufe or for unworthy 
caufes ; for they are a great inconveni- 
ence to many, a benefit to none but tal- 
low-chandlers and glaziers, draw mobs 
together, produce riots and tumults, oc- 
cafion the breaking of windows, fpread 
the danger and alarms of fire, and per- 
haps terminate in burning houfes and 
prifons, if our lords the mob fhould 
again be fo difpofed. All occafions of 
bringing a concourfe of people together 
fliould be carefully avoided, for. which 
H reafoa 
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fe'afon private executions are ' preferable 
to pttblic ones. Public executions were 
deiigned for an example and to ftrike 
terror, but inftead of being any exam- 
ple or ftriking any terror, they only make 
a holiday for the mob, no work is done, 
no good and much niifchief enfues, they 
commit robberies even under the gaU 
lows, and return if poffible more hard-* 
ened and emboldened than they were be- 
fore. Executions would have a more 
forcible efFeft, and ftrike more terror into 
ofFenders, if they were performed in pri- 
vate, with only the friends and relations 
of the criminal admitted. It is to be 
wiftied too that trials could be brought on 
fooner, and cohvidts be fooncr executed. 
A remarkable inftance there is at prcfent 
of a young Baronet in Warwickftiire fup- 
pofed to be poifoned, and a perfon com-* 
mitted to prifon upon fufpicion. The 
fa£t was committed, I think, at the latter 
end of Auguft or beginning of Septem- 
ber, 
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ber, but the trial cannot come on till the 
Lent affifes in the - fpring following. 
Speedy executions too, as in cafes of 
murder, would have fome efFe£t in de- 
terring offenders. The reafon of the de- 
Jay is to give time for repentance ; but 
Cod alone knows their hearts, and if the 
repentance be fincerc as the penitent 
thiefs, it will avail as much in a day as 
in a fortnight. But the time allotted, I 
am afraid, is as often perverted to con- 
trive the means for an efcape, or pof- 
fibly they may entertain hopes of being 
refcued by force and violence, as the con- 
demned fglons were lately releafed out of 
Newgate. Scarce any one was ever known 
to grow better, thoufands have grown 
worfe by Jying in prifon. The fociety 
there is fuch an hell upon earth, that 
there is fcarce a poffibility of efcaping the 
contagion, but by the prifoners being 
kept fcparate, which is a regulation much 
to be dcfired, if the nuniber of criniinals 
- ' H 2 ia 
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in this age did not fo far exceed the 
number of rooms in the largcft prifbns. , 

XX. But what avail good laws with-s 
out good morals ? ^id leges Jine mori^ 
bus VancB prqficiunt f We are arrived at 
fuch a pitch of luxury and prodigality, 
th^t all the powers of Europe feem to be 
confpiring againft us, to pluck us and to 
humble us ; but the greateft and heavieft 
dead weight upon the nation are our im- 
morality and infidelity, our irreligion and 
impiety, which if not repented of and 
reformed in time, muft foon fink us into 
perdition. But it is not my bufinefs to 
declame againft the vices of the age. I 
will leave that topic for thofe to whom 
it more properly belongs, the Clergy. I 
will only cry out as the Roman orator did 
upon the like occafion of Catiline's 
gonfpiracy, O temporal O mores ! O the 
times ! O the manners ! There cannot 
be a flrongcr proof of the degeneracy of 

the 
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the times, than the brighteft example of 
virtue that ever fat upon the throne be- 
ing fo little imitated and regarded. • You, 
•my Lords and Gentlemen, who live 
iiearer the fun, and more within its 
warmth and influence, ought to produce 
better fruits than thofe who dwell more 
in the fhade and at a greater diftance. 
A public and national reformation is too 
arduous a work for any private hands* 
It muft be begun, it muft be carried on^ 
it muft be accomplifhed, if ever accom- 
pliftied^ by the joint authority of the 
whole legiflature. Set therefore the ex- 
ample, beginning with yourfelves. Let 
fio lawgiver be a lawbreaker. Honor 
God, and he will honor you. AiTert the 
dignity of the crown, and fo you will beft 
maintain your own rank and dignity. 
You muft ftand or fall together. If 
neither laws nor morals will avail fingly, 
kt their force be tried united. Laws in- 
deed we have more than any nation and 

worfc 
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worfc executed ; but it is in your power 
to diminifh their number and augment 
their force, by reducing laws of the fame 
)cind into one a€t, and by obliging the ma^^ 
giftratcs to look more ftridly to their ex* 
ecution. Laws not executed are a dead 
letter, and in consequence of this negledl 
our ftate is almod reduced to a Aate of 
delperation. All our meafures have in 
truth been too temporizing and timid, 
rcmifs where they (hould have been vi-i- 
gorous, irrefolyte where they fhould have 
been determined. Lenity has been em^ 
ployed, where fe verity. would have been 
the greater mercy- Connivance has takea 
the place of examination, and trials have 
been waved when punifhments were due* 
Our want of courage has emboldened 
our domeflic traitor^s as well as our foreign 
enemies. If we had feen more fpirited 
exertions, we (hould not have feen all or- 
der confounded, and all authority tramp*, 
led urider foot. It is now therefore the 

more 
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more neccflary for you to make a full ftand, 
to be fteddy, to be refolute, to give way 
to no fadlions, to fuiFcr no innovations. 
If aflbcrations and committees of corre- 
fpondence are to dired: and govern us, 
there is an end of all law and lawful au- 
thority, King Lords and Commons be- 
come mere fhadows and empty names* 
I would therefore apply to ^ the Minifter 
fhofe lines of Virgil, 

Nate dea, potes hoc fub cafu ducere 

fomnos ? 
Nee, quae circumftent te deinde peri-^ 

cula, cernis? 

and to the whole legiflature I would ad* 
drefs that beautiful paflage of Horace, 

O quifquis volet impias 

Cffides, aut rabiem toUerc civlcam. 
Si quaere t pater urbium 

Subfcribi ftatuis; indomitam audcat 
Refraenare licentiam, 

Clarus poft genitis. XXL 
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! XXI. Before I conclude, fuifFer me ttf 
mention another particular. I lately read 
^ pai-agraph in one of the news-papers,, 
that our miniftry were treating of peace! 
with our enemies, and propofed as tbe< 
main condition of the treaty, that we 
would declare our colonies free and in- 
dependent, provided the French and Spa-, 
niards would make the fame declaration 
with regard to their colonies. It would 
have been happy for this country, if we 
had never colonized in America ; it has 
drained us of our people, it has drained 
nk of our treafure ; where we have re- 
ceived hundreds, we have expended thou- 
fa^ids : and how to carry on the war with 
jfuccefs, or how to conclude it with ho- 
nor, are confideratlons on either fide at- 
tended with difficulties. The condition 
here propofed, I am afraid, is not true. I 
wifh it was true, for as far as I can com- 
prehend, the miniftry could not propofc 
any condition more honorable to them- 
. . ] felves. 
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felves,' or more beneficial to their country. 
Could any adion be greater and more 
glorious and more godlike (as I may fay) 
than to reftore all men to their native li- 
berty, and thereby eftablifh a free and 
open commerce throughout all the parts 
of the world ? Could any proof be given 
more expreflive of the liberality of our 
fentiments, and of our benevolence and 
beneficence to the whole race of men ? 
Could any courfe be taken more condu- 
cive to.leflen the prejudices, and to con- 
ciliate the afifedtions of all other nations ? 
How much more extcnfive would be this 
benefit, and more worthy to be tranfmitted 
to pofterity, than that which is fo much 
celebrated in hiftory, of the Romans 
reftoring the different republics of Greece 
to their liberty ? This philanthropy, this 
univerfal charity would do honor to the 
nation, would do honor to human nature 
itfelf, and bleffings muft ever reft upon 

I the 
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the heads of fuch friends and benefactors 
to all mankind. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, Thefe arc 
only hints humbly fubmittcd to your con- 
lideration. Other particulars might have 
been mentioned, but I fear that I have 
been too long and tedious. However I 
have exonerated my own mind, and paid 
my laft duty to my country. I am an 
old man, and God be praifed I want for 
nothing. I have nothing to afk. I am 
totally independent. I am of no party, 
but for truth, and virtue, and religion. 
I may perhaps be too vifionary in my no- 
tions, and indeed though I may wiih, 
yet I cannot expedt that you (hould ap- 
prove and adopt them all. Some, I 
hope, may be thought not altogether un- 
worthy of your acceptation and improve- 
ment. If you rejed: them all, I will be 
bold to fay, that you are wanting in your 

duty 
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duty to your God, to your King, to your 
country, to yourfelves, to your wives and 
children, to yotir families, and to all 
who {hall be born hereafter. 



FINIS. 
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